
Bell Ringer:

Look closely at 
this cartoon. 

What are “illegal 
aliens”?

Who is being 
called that in this 

picture?

Learning Goal:  Explain the story of the Pilgrims.  Include who they were, where 
they came from, where they wanted to go, their reasons for relocation, and what 

happened once they got to the Americas.





Pilgrims / Puritans
EQ: 

What were the Pilgrims’ and 
the Puritans’ reasons for 
coming to America?



An English law, the 1559 Act of Uniformity,
demanded that all British citizens attend 
services and follow the traditions of the 
Church of England.

This is called 
the Anglican 

Church.



This law leads to 
TWO groups being 
formed in English 

society:



• Puritan = a member of the Church of England 
who wanted to “purify” some of the things it did.

Are pilgrims puritans or separatists?

•  Separatist = Puritans who gave up on 
“purifying” the Church and decided to break away 
from it entirely

Vocabulary:



  How were the reasons for settling the Jamestown

colony and the Plymouth colony different?





The Pilgrims rejected the Church of England and refused 
to follow it’s traditions.

They fled to Holland 
seeking religious 
freedom



But over time, their children began to “forget their 
roots” in Holland so they left for America.



Bad weather forced the 
Pilgrims to land far north – 
in place that becomes
called “Cape Cod.”

The Virginia Company gave the Pilgrims a 
charter to settle in Jamestown



The Pilgrims landed in a territory that was not 
administered by any country or government.

They were far north of Virginia – the Virginia 
Company’s power did not extend that far

What are the laws in a land where there is no government?





Since there was no government (and no 
laws), the Pilgrims wrote “The Mayflower 
Compact.”  

This is the first democratic document in 
the New World and united the colonists 
together to create their own government.



3-2-1

On a post it note write:
3 Things you learned today

2 things you are still 
confused about

1 thing you still want to know


