
Welcome Work
What does the word “destiny” 

mean to you? What other 
words do you associate with its 

meaning?



Essential Question

How did Manifest Destiny 
help Americans justify their 
desire to extend the US to 

the Pacific?



What is (was) 
Manifest Destiny?



In the late 1700s and 1800s, 
Americans everywhere shared a 
common belief called “Manifest 

Destiny.”



In the late 1700s and 1800s, Americans 
everywhere shared a common belief called 

“Manifest Destiny.”

First – what is a “destiny”?  What does 
it mean to be “destined” to do 

something?

Destiny - something that is to happen 
(or has happened) to a particular 

person or thing



American’s believed they 
were “destined” to do 
something.  But what?



American’s believed they were “destined” 
to do something.  But what?

Second – what does “manifest” mean?
If something is “manifest” it means it is 

clear or obvious to the eye.  
Manifest means “it’s a no-brainer.”



So, American’s believed that they 
were “destined” to do something –
and that whatever that something 

waswas a “no brainer.”  They believed 
it was obvious, that everyone should 

know about it!

So --- what was it?



Manifest Destiny

the belief that the United States had a 
“God-given” right to expand across 

the entire continent.   The expansion 
of the U.S. was both justified due to 
their superior culture and inevitable.  

It was clear. It was obvious. It was destined to happen.



The United States in 1816 . . . 1850 . . . and 1872

This expansion is due to Manifest Destiny.



Manifest Destiny Reading Stations

 Today you will work 
in groups to 
complete the 
Stations 
worksheets.

 You will have 10 
minutes each 
rotation.
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Is Manifest Destiny depicted as a positive or negative thing? Evidence?


